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EPHRAIM HARDING HOUSE HABS No. MA-T1k

HISTCRIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

Location: ' South Pamet Road, 3/4 mile east of Truro Town Center.

Truro.
Barnstable County, Massachusetts.

Present Owner: Edward A. Wilson.

Bouth Pamet Road, Truro, Massachusetts.

Present Occupant: Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Wilson.
Present Use: Permanent residence.
Significance: Cape Cod "house and a half", four bay, frame con-

PART 1I.

struction typical of other Cape Cod houses in this
area. This is located within the area of the pro-
posed National Seashore on Cape Cod.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Location About 3/4 of a mile =ast of Truro Town Center, on the
north side of South Pamet Road, in the Town of Truro, County
of Zarnstaole, Massachusettis.,

Presernt, cwner BEdward A. Wilson, South Pamet Roac, Truro, HMass,

Fresent occcupant Mr. and lMrs. Zdward A, wWilson,

Present use Permanent residence.

Sisnificance Cape Cod "house and a half", 4 bay, frame construction
typical of other Cape Cod houses in this area. This is located
withir the area of the proposed Naticnal Seashore on Cape Cod,

FART I, HISTORICAL INFCAMATION

Original and subsequent owrers The present owner related that in 1823
one of the Hardings married a Miss Dyer, ami the property remain~
ed in possession of their heirs and fimlly passed to Frank Shay
from whom the present owner obtained the property in 1922, and
since 1948 have used it as 3 permanent residence,

=)

ate of erection Possibly 1823.

Architect Unknown.

Builder Unknown.
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Orizinal plans None kKnown to exist,

Alterations and additions Modern egll added to north of house since 1943,

Historical events connected with structue None discovered to date
however the Dyers and Hardings were "old family" Cape Cod peorple
and fisured prominently in the development of this part of the
Cape. Alsc, present owner, "zddie" wWilson, former art director
of Life magazine, and famous artist, has his studio just west of
the house,

Important old views Fresent owner has old pnotos of the house when
they bought it, inthe 1920's and there are pasted in the front
of a picture album in their possession.

Sources of information Present owner,

Likely sources not yet investizated Local historians, particularly
Mrs, Ruth Dyer; Truro Town Recards; Barnstable County Records.
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Prepared by -
Charles 3. Dotts, Architect

HABS Cape Cod .Survey I
August 24, 1960

PART IT ARCHITAZCTUZAL INFCRMATION

GENZRAL STATEMENT

Architectural interest and merit A good example of a Cape Cod "house
arnd a half" (4 bays) located within the area of the proposed
Cape Cod National Seashore.

Condition IExcellent, The house and groumds have been kept in very
good cordition,

THE tXTERIOR

Overall dimensions 26 x 28 fest,

Foundations bBrick,

vWall construction Post ard beam, shingle exterior, exposed 5" to
weather,
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Forches, stoops, 3Srick and concrete, not ariginal,

Chimneys One brick over central part of origiml house. One over new
addition at rear,

Qpenings - doorways and doors © parel wood door, with 4 light transom
at fromt entrance, 4 panel door with 4 light transom at back
entrance,

windows and shutters 9/6 lizht in wood double hung sash, 7" x 9
lights. Wood louvered shutters,

Rocf — shape, covering. OGabled, pitched, shingle covering.
Construction  wood truss,

cornice, eaves wood, box cornice. Narrow eaves,

dormers None.

FE INTERICR

Floor rlans Front door on south is flanked with a two wixow front
room oh bthe east and a one window front room on the west, Back of
the west room is a hall entry way with side or rear entrancos

The original kitchen is located ar the rear of the house, but
its use now i3 a living room. The buttery and small bed roam
are lccated on the east side of the house beside the original
kitchen. The stairs to the second fleor l:2ad to the east,
between thz buttery and small bed roam. An 2ll addition to
the narth houses the modern kitchen, bath room and bed room,
The second flosr consists ¢of two ted rooms and half bath, all
redone &y the gresent cwner, There Iisa circular brick cellar
gt=9" in diameter under the buttery and small bed rcom at the
east pari cf the house,

Stairways, OCre -0 second floor, narrow, steep.
Floowing Random widih pine, painted, doards are 8" to 24" wide,

wall and cejling finish Plaster with wood wainscot walls, plaster
ceiling.

Docrwaya and doors O panel interior wood doors,

Trim Mitered trimat doors and windows,

Hardware, some cld latches, front door, cupboards, some c¢ld H hinges
on cupboards,

Lizhtine Hlectric.

Heating Ferced air, oil furnace, wall ducts , Zast room fireplace
and criginal ikdtchen fireplace,
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- SITE

Orientaticnn  The house Z:ices soutn with thn idge parailel to the road
in an excellent setting with zood landscaping, informal,.

inclosures Hedge fence between house and road,

rialks, driveways, Stepping stenes, blacktop drive from raad to U
skaped driveway in front of barn-studio,

Landscaring, zardens This is one of the most pleasart places in Truro,
much care was taken in the planting and arranging of the site.

Prepared by :
Charles S. Dotts, Architect
HABS Cape Cod Survey 1
August 24, 1960

Heferences:

Measured Drawings, Cape Cod Survey I, Easth~m Field 3tation,
Summer, 1960,
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